Gun Show Etiquette

A survival guide for new members and some old members as well. 

Here is a list of some of the basic social rules at our show, which can probably be applied to most any gun show.  However, as customs and courtesies may vary from area to area, I wouldn’t say this applies everywhere you go.

1. Never touch a firearm or remove the safety tie without permission from the owner.  Some items may be valuable collector items and for display only.  Look for signs on a table that indicate what is appropriate on each vendor’s table.

2. Don’t try to click and clack parts with out asking the owner, and make sure what ever you’re clicking or clacking is not a safety issue.  The vendor should be the one that opens the bolt and clears a weapon in a safe manner before he hands it to the person.  Even then it should be treated as it was loaded and always pointed in a safe direction.  “Up” is really the only direction in our building that I would consider safe.  That may not always be the case at some shows with a second floor.

3. Hold a gun by the wood and not the metal if possible.  If you have sweaty hands dry them off before you touch something that can rust easily.  If you get fingerprints on the bare metal, alert the vendor so he can clean it before the finish is damaged.

4. Never spin the cylinder of a revolver like you were playing Russian roulette, and don’t cock the hammer without permission.  Don’t slam the cylinder of a revolver closed by “flipping” it sideways.  It’s hard on the joint and puts unnecessary wear and impact on it.

5. If possible don’t allow the slides or bolts to slam closed on an empty chamber of a semi-automatic firearm.  Most bolts can be caught by the handle extension and set down without doing that.  Besides putting unnecessary wear on the weapon, the noise can be annoying to people next to you with sensitive ears.

6. Don’t allow children under 18 to handle firearms or knives.

7. Never interrupt a “sale in progress” by trying to purchase an item someone else is holding or negotiating a price on.  It’s extremely tacky and impolite.

8. Don’t stand square in front of a vendor’s table and block traffic chatting with your buddy about the price of tea in China.  Yes it’s cheaper over there!  Move around and keep traffic moving past so people can see his stuff.  We all like to sell something once in a while.

9. Keep negative comments about items displayed on another vendors table to your self.  Not everything is in as pristine condition and worth a king’s ransom like your stuff is.

